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Wm.Brewster has checked the Bethel 
and Umbagog notes in this volume for I907. 
I have copied them into Systematic Notes. 

Walter Deane, November I3, I907. 
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Spinus pinus. 


The vi ge of Bethel has been swarming of late with 


Pine Linnets. see or hear them constantly, whenever I stroll 


down the street that leads to the post office, usually in the tops 


of the elms and sugar maples. y found two feeding on the 
ground under an elm. Both were adults and I think a pair. They 
were eating seeds but of what I could not determine although I 
think they were the fallen seeds of the elm. Most of the birds *E 
see are in small flocks. As a rule they give only + chattering 
calls, but onee to-day I heard the shorter form of song 
which may be closely rendered thus : Swee-e-e-e-e given with a 


rising inflection. 


Lake Umbagog. 
EKarly this morning I saw several Barn Swallows engaged 
in mobbing the Lakeside cat who was crouched at the time on the 
edge of the piazza. The Swallows were evidently solicitous about 
their young which, however, were quite safe, being perched in a 
row on the telephone wire that passes the house. The parent birds 
to the number of four or five would dart at the cat in quick suc- 
cession coming in from the open field in front of the house at a 
height of only a yard or two above the ground and on nearly a level 
plane, not swooping down from above as Tree Swallows do under like 
conditions. Nor did they snap their bi s the Tree Swallows 
will when similarly engaged. As a rule they passed the cat well 
out of reach but every now and then one came within a foot or two 
of her head. Whenever this happened she would strike at the bird 
with her right paw but rather slowly and clumsily I thought and 
always without success. I have known cats that would have made 
more profitable use of such an opportunity. 


August @. 
Awaking in my room at Lakeside about midnight, the night 


dark and cloudy, I heard repeatedly the alarm cry of a Barn Swallow 
which seemed to fly back and forth close past my window. It must 
have been a bird that; still has young in the nest in our barn, for 


most of the Barn Swallows go off somewhere, I cannot find where, 


to roost for the night, returning again in the early morning. 


1907, 


July 


Lakeside. 


24. 
A Goldfinch singing on wing at the height of the breed- 


ing season moves through the air in a perfectly level plane and 
- a v 


hence in a manner very different from that of its ordinary flight. 


Sometimes it describes a large and irregular circle, sometimes 


pro¢eeeds almost or quite straight. Whatever be its course it usu- 


ally flies above the tops of the tallest trees and beats its wings 
continuously but rather feebly or loosely something after the 

ner of a butterfly. All the while it sings continuously and very 
sweetly its chanting strain. This ended it pitches down to the 
nearest tree or telegraph wire to rest for a time before rising 
and singing again. I have repeatedly seen the singing bird close- 
ly followed by another which did not sing, but which flew exactly 


like the first. In no instance, however, have I been able to de- 


termine the sex of the sedonedc bird. 


1907, 


July 24. 


Passereulus sandwichensis savanna. 
sserculus saiaw ec. SS 


—_ 


Lakeside, N.H. 


sparrow perched in a bush by the roadsice near 
otel evidently anxious about young which must have bee! 
in the grass field beyond the fence, called 


long as I remained near at hand. This note was 


very like that of a Junco. 


Zoe 


What was evidently the same virdgor it was perched on 


the same twig, did not onee give the tsup to-day, but instead 


call 


chir 


but 


the 


ea) t1 
ping 


Was & 


same 


it, wb, Bi=ti. or bat, 


pore some resenblance 
harper and more wiry. 
Another bird in the Sargent clearing this evening use 


tit or $162 eGalis. e @agrat LfLrst. in 


- 
REECE eS 


afterwards on a rock near by. t seemed even more anxious than 


the bird at Lakeside. 


Petrochelidon lunifrons. 


Lakeside, N.H. 


A rather plaintive note, not often 
heard, given just as some birds took wing - evidently a cry of 
alarm, I thought; sometimes used singly, sometimes repeated two or 
three times in quick succession. 

The cork-in-the-bottle notes must represent the Eave 
Swallows' attempts at song. I do not them now that the young are 
on wing with their parents. The young are fed in the air mounting 


straight up with the parent, bill to bill. 


Passerculus sandwichensis savann 


Lake Umbagog. 


avanna Sparrows are very common and generally distribu- 


v 


ted throughout the hillside pastures and grass fields in Upton and 
Cambridge. In places they breed in what are practically small 
colonies. This is the case in the intervale on the Lake shore, in 
front of Lakeside Hotel where, within the spaee of a few acres, 
start as many as ten or a dozen birds or 
es singing at once. ie ing y late into the evening and 


very early in the morning as well as during cold rainy weather 


when most other birds are silent. -The songs of the birds found a- 


more 


bout the lake seem to me less strident and,misical and varied than 


those which occur on the sea coast. They are very insect-like, 
however, and coming, as they often do, from beds of grass where 
the birds are cor aled, are strongly suggéstive of the chirping 


of crickets mingled with the 


Empidonax traillii alnorum. 


I907. Lake Umbagog. 


July. 
The Alder Flycatcher is one of the commonest of birds 


bout the outskirts of the farms at the foot of Lake Umbagog, and 
long the road leading thence to Errol in one direction and to Graf- 
in the other. It is found somewhat more sparingly in B Meadow, 
on the banks of the Androscoggin near Leonard's Pond and, no doubt, 
in a few other semi-open or bush-grown places not far from the lake. 
It is a very retiring bird, much oftener heard than seen. Occa- 
sionally one will mount to the top of a dead tree or stub and perch 


there for minutes at a time, perhaps in blazing sunshine, every now 


and then launching out in pursuit of a flying insect. But this | 
does not happen often for, as a rule, the bird remains closely hid- 
,den at all times in its favorite thickets. These may be made up 
chiefly of alders or of low growing willows or perhaps of young 
sapling trees of various kinds. If they are a trifle swampy or 
springy the Alder Flycatcher will like them all the better although 
it sometimes occurs in high well drained localities. At the height 
of the b@ePding geason it is very noisy at all hours but immediate- 
ly after its arrival in May and towards the close of its brief stay 


in our region it is not often heard except at morning and evening 


when it sings and calls at earlier and later hours than do most 


other birds. I have noted the commoner varients of what I take to 
; nN N SS ‘ S, 

be its song as follows: Quee-queer, guee-ah, quee-wish, quee-wishy. 

All these notes are so strongly emphasized that it is difficult, 


as in the case of the Chebec cry of the Least Flycatener, to de- 


Empidonax traillii alnorun. 


Lake Umbagog. 


I907, 


July. termine on which syllable the chief accent falls. They 


(2) 


are sometimes given in quick succession or at wider intervals 
which are filled by indescribable low, harsh twittering or chat- 


tering sounds. The usual call note of the Alder Flycatcher is a 


low pip. Although not apparently loud it may be heard hundreds of 
em 


yards away when the air is still. 


SUL, aiken Lakeside, N.H. 
Two at evening calling to one another in the twilight. 
: . : N 
They used the pip note and less frequently a peer or p'que-a, not 
wholly) 
beg a > WY : ' 2 ah 
unlike the que-queah of the breeding season and perhaps a modifi- 


cation of it, but I think a different note. They were among pas- 


ture spruces by the roadside. 


Dendroica maculosa. ea 
Lake Umbagog. 


\ + 
r—-te-wee-chee 


(A bird singing in Sargent opening 


Pretty—pretty—Rachel 


(Another bird, same locality). 


Chaetura pelagica. 


T9O7, | Lake Umbagog. 


August 2. 
As I was walking along the road past the 


saw a Swift enter, almost at full speed, a hole in the roof of a 


4 


small shed from which a stove funnel had evidently been removed. 

instant I heard the chattering of young inside. A 
minute or so later the old bird emerged and flew off over the lake. 
I then entered the shed and found, as I had 


tached to the gable end of th shed about 2 feet below the peak of 


the roof and 7 feet above the floor. r€ nered bird which 


took at first to be young flew out of the stove hole a few min- 
utes later. then saw four or five young in the nest. They 
were scarce half grown and only partly feathered. Neither parent 
returned although I waited in the shea until it was nearly dark. 
At Upton there is a Swift's nest built in a similar manner in my 


boathouse with egg shells béneath it on the floor. 


1907, 


rus _noveboracensis. 


Lake Umbagog. 


st 


August 5. 


The Water Thrush is at times; intensely’ curious. ‘As I 
was sitting in my canoe this afternoon in a sheltered cove one ap- 
shore within three yards of me. By degrees it ap- 
proached even nearer running about over some driftwood, now and 


n pausing to look at me intently with its large dark eyes. 


o 
Even when I moved abruptly i I 10 eae 4 of me. 1% wes ‘an 
adult male, for it sang repeatedly in full rich fones. Its plu- 
mage appeared fresh and unworn. Although a rather plainly colored 
ird the Water Thrush is exceptionally neat and attractive looking. 
its movements, too, are graceful and interesting. But one 


cannot help wondering why it never ceases even for a moment to wag 


its tail. 


Merula migratoria. 


Umbagog. 


In my poat house at Foun it Robin's 
nest built on cross timber inside the bullding to which access can 
be had by a bird only through a broken pane of glass. This, at 
least, is the case at present but the nest is t a fresh one and@ 
May have been there several years. The mice have filled its cavity 


with cotton waste. 


Merganser americanus. 
1907, Lake Umbagog. 


August 5. 
In a sheltered cove behind B Point (opp. Lakeside) I 


came suddenly on a brood of 6 young Sheldrake and their mother, 

this afternoon. Although about half grown and already partly 

feathered they took at once to the shore which was here rather 

steep and densely covered with bushes. I ran the canoe 

waited. In about five minutes two of the young birds emerged from 

under some driftwood lodged among the 3s and running quite 

nimbly to the water entered it and swam out into the lake, diving 
fens | 

at intervals. The other five with their mother must have crossed 


AS 
the wooded point for ten minutes later the entire brood and their 


rether swimming out in deep water.. The old bird 
= oe bs q 


croaked, but the young made no sound. 


Ceryle alcyon. 
Lake Umbagog. 
907, GE 


August 5. 


Watched a Kingfisher perched on a stub over the water. 


It sat there for 20 minutes gazing intently down at times. All 


the while it kept its crest raised, its mandibles slightly 


Every now and then it would raise and lower its body at the same 


time bobbing its head up and down much after the manner of a Screech 


Owl. These motions were sometimes accompanied by a slow up and 
down tilting of the tail. Although not over I5 yards away the 
7 


bird (an adult male) did not appear to notice me or the canoe in 


which I was sitting. 


phlceus pileatus. 


When I went up Cambridge River with Jim Bernier in June 


1903, we found about 200 yards above the big "logan" what we took 


to be the new nest of a Pileated Woodpecker. It was in a dead 


tree about 30 yards from the bank of the river. For some reason 
that I have forgotten we did not examine it, but I asked Alva 
Coolidge to do so. He told me to-day that he went there after I 
left Lakeside and found a brood of young Pileated Woodpeckers 
climbing about on the outside ; > stub. The next spring he and 
another man went to the place hoping tat 1 SEb Ol Ores. 
companion climbed the stub and found in the hole four young 


whet Owls. Two of these were much larger than the other two. 


Lophodytes cucullatus. 


L907, 
August 7. 


Alva Coolidge tells me that he has seen a female Hooded 
Merganser with a brood of young this season in the Cambridge River 
above B Meadows. He says the species is now very rare in this 


region. 


Tyrannus tyrannus. 
i907, ' Lake Umbagog. 
August I0. 
Despite his fearlessness in attacking Hawks and Owls the 


Kingbird - like many another bully under similar circumstances - 


sometimes gives way ana seeks safety in ignominious flight when 
assailed by a bird not larger and apparently no more powerful than 
himself. I saw this happen to-day when a Yellow-—bellied Woodpecker 
pursued and overtook a Kingbird in a cove behind B Point. The two 
birds passed me within ten hen I saw the Woodpecker dea 
repeated blows at the back of Kingbird who was doubling 
twisting all the while and giving his shrill alarm notes inces- 
. After they had separated the Woodpecker alighted very 
on a stub when I was surprised to find that it was a young 


apparently a female. 


The Kingbird has not learned, apparently, to discriminate 


between Hawks of dangerous and harmless Kinds. I saw one pursue a 
> 


Fish Hawk for some distance this afternoon rising above it and 


darting down to pack at its ad anc back. Half an hour afterwards 
I was sitting in my sailing canoe when this same Kingbird alighted 
on the mast which is only about 6 feet in height. It remained 


there only an instant, however, The sail was not hoisted at the 


time. 


s philadelphia. 


ce Umbagog. 
1907, Lake U 60E 


August I4. 
A Bonaparte's Gull appeared off Lakeside this afternoon, 


\ 
heavy blow from the N.W. It coursed about over the open 
lake and entered the cove at > mouth of the Cambridge, 
not approach the land closely. t flew most of the time 


height of 20 or 30 feet above the water, but every now and then it 


would swoop almost straight down in the manner of a Tern. On 


reaching the surface of the water it would either hover just above 
it for a moment apparently to pick up some floating object or 
would alight and swim avout, perhaps for several minutes, before 

ge wing again. It was a beautiful creature, appearing snow 
white when seen against the dark green background of the forest, 


and very buoyant and graceful in all its movements. The behavior 


which I have just attempted to describe is characteristic of this 


species of Gull. By it one may usually distinguish the bird from 


the Common Tern for which it is likely to be mistaken at a distance, 
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I saw Joh Thayer's Golden Eagle to-day(in Lancaster, 


Mass.) . It is in superb plumage and has lost practigally all 


trace of white in the tail. It was a young bird not long out of 
the nest when he got it at Andover, Me., and 

years. frequently utters a hew-hew-new-nhew-hew-hew-hew, rather 
mellow in tone and suggesting the call of a hen Turkey. This cry 
is the only sound Thayer has ever heard it make. The tone is 


varied somewhat as are the number of notes. 
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